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TOWN OF DUNN
Views From the Town Chair ANNUAL MEETING
by Edmond P. Minihan, Dunn Town Chair TUESDAY APRIL 12, 2011
7:00 PM
The cranes have returned to the habitat AGENDA
preserved for them in our Town. They sig- Events You Won’t
nal the start of the new season; the Spring Want to Mi I. Minutes — Special Town
of the cycle of life is so clearly demon- ant to LSS Meeting of November 16, 2010
strated in the natural areas of the Town of
. . i - . II. Announcements and introductions by Chairman Minihan.
Dunn. It is also a new season in state and Tuesday April Sth 7AM-8PM: A. Swearing i .
. . . g in of Town officials
local governments in Wisconsin. Spring Election B. Comments by Chair Minihan
Unless you have been hibernating, you Tuesday April 12th at 7 PM: ¢ Donations, ffany.
know there is a major controversy. There Annual Town Meeting 111 Reports
are many issues being debated in both Saturday April 30th 4 PM-6 PM: g- gulld‘t“g I’I‘:Pe“‘t’r Report
. . . . cmeter cpor
public and private. Those issues that af- Arbor Day Celebration featuring guest C. Land TrI);st Cl:)mmission
fect the Town are those that concern us the speakers, awards presentations, and a D. Mobile Home Commission
most. As a charter member of an Inter- pot luck dinner! E. Parks Commission
national Association of Firefighters local, ) F. Plan Commission
I have my personal opinion about what Thursday April 1.4th 5 PM—§.30PM G. Police Report
< X th b .. ohts. But US HWY 51 Public Information H. Tree Board
15 appening With bargaing rights. Bu Meeting at the Stoughton High School 1. Staffreport
that does not directly concern the Town as G .
) o ymnasium IV. Financial Report
we do not have any collective bargaining - Financial Repor
. A. Sanitary Districts - financial reports.
units here. What does concern the Town B. Treasurers report - review 2010 audit
is the requirement (and I do mean it is re- hours. But it is going to cost them more
quired by law) to make our employees pay to remain here. V. New Business

much more for their benefits (about 8% of
their pay). Our employees have only basic
health and retirement benefits and do not
have the dental, disability, life insurance,
or other benefits many public employees
enjoy. It is also important to note that this
is the third year our employees have not
had a raise. Our employees work hard
and, during emergencies, extremely long

These employee issues have already been
passed into law. The other proposed bud-
get issues that affect the Town and its
residents are many, and dramatic. For
us, the state shared revenues will be cut
by 50% next year if the budget bill pass-
es as written. Shared revenues are not
state largess. They were not created as a
handout, but were (continued on page 6)
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A. Any new business from the floor allowed under Wis.
Stats. Ch. 60.10.

B. In order to meet the requirements of the general storm
water permit (and section 216.07(2) of the State Admin.
Code), there will be educational material on storm
water management,

C. Consider the purchase of a conservation easement
through the PDR program on 84 acres in section 28 of
the town.

D. Present the Noxious Weed Notice.

E. Adjournment

Every resident of legal voting age present can cast a vote at the
Annual Town Meeting. This year, take an active role in your
government and attend the Annual Meeting. Agendas and an-
nouncements for all special meetings are posted at the following
locations:

1) Bulletin board outside the Dunn Town Hall at 4156 County
Road B.

2) Message board at the corner of Third Street and Waubesa
Avenue in the town of Dunn.

3) Quick Stop, 1888 Barber Drive.

4) Town’s website at: www.town.dunn.wi.us

Cathy Hasslinger, Town Clerk Treasurer

Village

of
Oregon — - —
WIS 138

The Department of Transportation will be holding a Public Information Meeting on the
US 51 Corridor Study on April 14th from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the Stoughton
High School Gymnasium. The meeting will be organized in an open-house format
with a brief presentation at 5:30 p.m. The presentation will provide an overview of
the alternatives, impacts, and next steps for the study. Interested persons may stop in
any time from 5 pm to 8:30 p.m. to view exhibits and meet individually with project
staff. Exhibits will be on the project website [http://www.dot.state.wi.us/projects/d1/
us51study/index.htm] approximately one week before the meeting. Residents who
have questions or comments but are unable to attend the public information meeting
Qhould contact Craig Pringle at (608) 242-8058 or Craig.Pringle@dot.wi.gov. j
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Agricultural Enterprise Area
Designation Finalized, Farmers
Eligible to Receive Tax Credits

by Erica Schmitz
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A 10,436.2 acre portion of the Town of Dunn
(see map) has now been officially designated
as an Agricultural Enterprise Area. The des-

Legend

- Agricultural Enterprise Area
Public Land

I Open Water ignation of an Agricultural Enterprise Area
Parcels (AEA) represents a local commitment, both
Major Road on the part of local government and landown-

ers, to investing in an agricultural future. The
designation also means that farmers in the
AEA will now be able to claim a $10 per acre tax credit if they enter into a
farmland preservation agreement with the Wisconsin Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP), and are zoned A-1EX. Land-
owners within the AEA with other zoning can claim a $5 per acre tax credit.
These tax credits are income tax credits that are applied against tax liability.

Dunn is proud to be one of only 12 areas in the state in which farmers can sign
farmland preservation agreements to claim tax credits.

FACTS ABOUT AGREEMENTS

* Landowners must be located within a state-designated Agricultural Enter-
prise Area to enter into an agreement.

* Agreements are for 15 years and are recorded.

e The entire farm must meet state soil and water conservation practices,
even if only a portion of the farm is covered by the agreement.

* To be eligible for coverage under an agreement, the use of the land must
fall into one of the following categories: agricultural use, accessory use,
undeveloped natural resource and open space use, or minor pre-existing
use which is compatible with agricultural use.

In addition to these requirements, farmers must have a gross farm revenue of
at least $6,000 last year, or $18,000 over the past three years in order to be
eligible.

More information about the farmland preservation agreements, including a
sample agreement form, the application form, and application instructions
are available online by visiting http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working
Lands_Initiative/Farmland Preservation Agreements/. Hard copies of these
materials will also be available at the Town Hall, or by contacting Land Use
Manager Erica Schmitz at 838-1081 ext. 205 or eschmitz@town.dunn.wi.us.

The Town of Dunn is always in search of new options for farmers to benefit
from farmland preservation. Farmland preservation agreements and the asso-
ciated tax credits that the newly-designated AEA offer provides an option for
farmers who aren’t ready for the commitment of PDR, but plan to maintain
the agricultural use of their property for the foreseeable future. The Town is
pleased to be one of the 12 leading communities statewide to provide this op-
portunity to their citizens.
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Don’t miss our Arbor Day

Celebration
by Mary Gross, Court Clerk

Mark your calendars for the April 30th, 2011 Arbor Day Celebration! This
annual event will take place from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm at the Town Hall. The
speaker for this event is yet to be determined, but we hope to have Robert
Pierce, a local participant in “Growing Power”, a national non-profit organi-
zation committed to providing high-quality food to people of all communities.

We also will be having a pot luck dinner after our presentation and will an-
nounce the 2011 Stewardship award recipient. Paper plates, napkins, eating
utensils and beverages will be supplied. Come meet other residents and share
in this fun family event. Bring your favorite dish to pass and enjoy your com-
munity.

EVENT: Arbor Day Potluck dinner
WHEN: Saturday, April 30th, 2011 from 4-6 pm
WHERE: Dunn Town Hall, 4156 County Road B

All Town residents are encouraged to attend. Bring a dish to pass, meet neigh-

bors, share a meal, and celebrate Arbor Day!

Call:

Mary at 838-1081 ext 201 for more info.

SPRINGTIME BRINGS MORE THAN

FLOWERS WITH THOSE SHOWERS

March brings v

our first taste
of spring with
warm southern
breezes, spring

showers and

water  every- !
Lo

where. There |

are buds on the trees and spring flow-
ers beginning to make an appear-
ance. But there are also oily sheens
in parking lots running off with the
melting snow and washing into the
storm drains, and the muddy water is
flowing down the ditches and gutters.
Spring is a good time to stop and ask,
“What happens to all that melting
snow and rainwater washing across
the ground?” Most of it ends up in
our lakes and streams, but along the
way it goes through a few changes.

Storm Water is more than
Just Water

Storm water begins its journey to
our lakes and rivers when it washes
across the surface of the land. When
snow melts and rain falls, water flows
across streets, rooftops, lawns and
farmland. The flowing water car-
ries sand, salt, fertilizer, leaves, grass
clippings, pesticides, oil, trash, and
many other pollutants. In developed
areas, storm drains and ditches carry
the large amounts of runoff water to
lakes and streams.

Storm drain inlets located along the
curbs and in parking lots collect the
runoff, which then flows untreated to
nearby streams and lakes. A common
misconception is that water running
off streets goes into a sewage treat-
ment plant. It does not! The polluted
water flows directly into our lakes.

“What Can 1
Do?”

The first step toward
keeping our

lakes and streams
o clean is to think
a%)iplllt what we do at home. Each of
us

contributes to storm water pollution
and each of us can help stop it. Here
are some ways you can help:

* Keep leaves and grass clippings
out of the ditches and roadways.

* Direct rainwater away from
paved areas, to lawns or gardens
where it can soak in.

* Get a soil test before applying
fertilizer to your lawn. Don’t pay
for something you don’t need. If
you do use fertilizer, apply it ac-
cording to directions and clean up
any spills on paved surfaces.

* Clean up pet waste — compost it,
bury it, or flush it down the toilet.

» Compost your leaves and yard
debris.

* Keep cars tuned up and repair
leaks, and walk or ride a bike
whenever you can.

*  Wash your car on the lawn or at a
car wash that sends its used water
to the sewage treatment plant.

*  Prevent soil erosion.

* Don’t let anything but rain go
down the storm drain or ditch.

Go to www.myfairlakes.com for
more ideas on how you can help our
lakes and streams.

Adapted from Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, University of Wisconsin Coopera-

tive Extension, Dane County Lakes and Water-
shed Commission and other publications.
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Spring has Sprung!!

Now that the cold and snow has given way to warming temperatures,
the itch to get out and start springtime yard and garden cleanup has
begun. As a reminder to all Town of Dunn residents, the Town of
Dunn road crews do not pick up brush or yard debris. The Town of
Dunn has a transfer site where Town residents may bring their yard
waste. (See Town of Dunn’s Recycling Guide on pages 4 & 5). Other-
wise, home composting is highly encouraged. Please do not burn yard
waste due to air and water pollution created by burning. If you are to
burn dry brush, it must be off both public pavement and road right-of-
way, and in compliance with the Town of Dunn’s Burning Ordinance
16-3. Also, disposing of yard waste into roadside ditches is illegal per
the Town of Dunn’s Debris on Public or Private Property Ordinance
14-2. These ordinances may be viewed in their entirety on the Town
of Dunn’s website at www.town.dunn.wi.us

Prevent Snow Damage to Your Mailbox

To prevent snow damage
to your mailbox, the Town —
recommends the following

guidelines. These guidelines } g
conform to the rules and regu- @ Pavement |
lations of the US Postal Ser-
vice and standards published
by the Wisconsin Transporta-
tion Information Center and
the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO).

Center Line

Edge of
Shoulder

If you are installing a new mailbox, or replacing a support post for your exist-
ing mailbox, the guidelines are available at the Town Hall. The guidelines
have dimension requirements for installation of your mailbox and support.
Prior to permanent installation, the Town of Dunn, along with the local post-
master will need to inspect and approve the location.

Most curb or roadside mailboxes are unlikely to pose a serious crash threat to
vehicles. These are lightly constructed on supports which will easily break
off, causing little harm to the vehicle. The greatest risk of damage is from the
box parting from the post and entering the passenger compartment.

The U.S. Postal Service has requirements for mailboxes, mailbox height, and
suggested installation. Following these requirements ensures that mailboxes
do not become hazardous obstacles.

Also, in Wisconsin, snow removal operations frequently conflict with mail-
boxes. The Town of Dunn is not responsible for any damage that is caused as
a result of plowed snow or the force of snow being discharged by the Town
snow removal equipment.

f
2011 STEWARDSHIP AWARD

The 2011 Stewardship Award is being
presented in honor of Mary Joan Getke
for her involvement in attempting to build
a bike route from Oregon to Madison and
for her work in various community activi-

ties. This award will be announced at the
2011 Arbor Day Celebration

\

\

PLAN COMMISSION UPDATE
by Jim Molloy, Plan Commission Chair

The Plan Commission is served by Tim Andrews, Lorraine Gardner,
Steve Greb, Dean Hein, Jim Molloy, Bob Uphoff and Vicki Wangerin.
In 2010, we upheld the Town’s progressive land use plan in all of
our decisions and recommendations. The Plan Commission usually
meets at 7:00 PM on the second Monday of each month and welcomes
the public to its open meetings. To be placed on our agenda, please
contact Erica Schmitz at the Town Hall at 608-838-1081, extension
205 at least two weeks prior to a meeting.

Occasionally a vacancy occurs on the Commission. If you are in-
terested in serving your Town as an uncompensated member of this
Commission, please indicate your interest to Cathy Hasslinger, Town
Clerk by calling 838-1081 extension 204.

NOXIOUS WEED NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes
66.0407 that every person is required by law to destroy all noxious
weeds on lands in the Town of Dunn which the person owns oc-
cupies or controls before the plants bloom. Noxious weeds include:
Canada Thistle, Leafy Spurge and Field Bindweed (creeping Jenny).

Jay Hoel, Weed Commissioner

LAND TRUST COMMISSION UPDATE
by Erica Schmitz, Land Use Manager

LALOR TRUST PROPERTY

The Land Trust Commission is proud to announce that the Town closed on
the Lalor Trust Conservation Easement at the end of March. The Land Trust
Commission and Town Staff have been working with the Lalor family for
over a decade to protect this property.

The 38-acre Lalor Trust property adds to a corridor of over 1,000 acres of
protected land in the northwest part of the Town. The Lalor Trust property
contains significant prime and statewide important soils, is home to a wetland
pond, and also has 5 acres of woods. The property is located on a state des-
ignated rustic road, is adjancent to the Waubesa Wetlands State Natural Area,
and is within Dane County’s South Waubesa Marsh Natural Resource Area.

The conservation easement on the property would limit the development on
the property to one home in a designated area, and would require a manage-
ment plan for agriculture, timber harvesting, and vegetation management to
protect the agricultural and natural values of the property. The Land Trust
Commission is very pleased to have been able to work with the Lalor family
to protect their property.

SEVERSON PROPERTY

The Severson property has been selected for funding both from the federal
Farm and Ranchlands Protection Program, and the state-level Working Lands
Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE) Program, with
each agency contributing 50% of the easement purchase price. However,
funding for the state-level PACE program is eliminated in the proposed state
budget. For this reason, Town voters will consider whether to fund 50% of
the cost of the Severson Conservation Easement using the Town’s Purchase
of Development Rights (PDR) funds, in the event that PACE funding is elimi-
nated.

A FOND FAREWELL

The Land Trust Commission would like to thank Nicole Van Helden for her
many years of dedicated service as a member of the Land Trust Commission.
Nicole was promoted to a new position with the Nature Conservancy, and as a
result moved to Green Bay and resigned from the LTC. The Commission has
greatly appreciated Nicole’s insights and commitment to the PDR program.
Nicole’s seat on the Commission must be filled by a representative of a Dane
County nonprofit conservation organization, and the Commission is currently
accepting recommendations from such organizations.
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TOWN OF DUNN'’S

Do your Part to Reduce, Reuse and Recycle

¥
?

***INFORMATION CURRENT AS OF
MARCH 15th, 2011. PENDING STATE
LEGISLATION MAY AFFECT PROGRAM***

Curbside Recycling

Dunn residents have several ways to recycle material. Common
recyclables such as household plastics, glass, aluminum, aerosol
and tin cans, cardboard and newspaper are picked up by Waste
Management in the weekly recycling pickups each Wednesday.

Because wet paper products may not be recycled, withhold card-
board, newspaper and other paper recyclables for later pick-up if it
is raining on Wednesday morning, or if the forecast indicates rain
is likely.

Plastics - Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 plastics are now recyclable! Rinse
and remove caps and rings; labels can remain. Flatten as much as possible.
Bottles that have contained motor oil, medicine or chemicals cannot be accepted
for recycling. All #2 plastic one and five gallon buckets cannot be recycled.

Aluminum - Only aluminum cans are accepted for recycling. Rinsing is en-
couraged. Don’t include any other kinds of aluminum such as foil or aluminum
pie plates in the recycling bin.

Tin Cans - Food cans only - no paint or chemical cans. Rinse, remove labels,
and flatten. Please put sharp lids in the trash.

Aerosol Cans - can be recycled! Make sure they are empty and remove
plastic nozzles.

Glass - Jars and bottles are accepted for recycling. Always rinse and remove the
lid. Labels can remain on the container. Light bulbs, dishes, drinking glasses,
mirrors and window glass can be recycled elsewhere or disposed of as trash.

Newspaper - Newsprint must be dry and bundled. Shiny inserts are accept-
able. Place in brown paper bags. Do not mix with other types of paper!

Magazines - Magazines and catalogs must be in bundles and tied with string
in 6 inch stacks. Do not mix with other types of paper!

Mixed Paper - Junk Mail, Office Paper, Soft drink/Beer cartons can be re-
cycled. Place in brown paper bag. Do not mix with newspapers or magazines!

Cardboard - Corrugated cardboard can be recycled. Flatten boxes and
keep dry. Cut pieces into less than 3 foot squares and bundle with string or
place in a grocery bag. Pizza boxes, egg containers and wax-coated boxes
can not be recycled.

DANE COUNTY COMPOST SITES OPEN APRIL 4TH

Yard wastes are banned from disposal at all landfills in the State of Wisconsin.
Dane County will open its three yard waste compost sites on April 4th. All
sites are available for people to bring non-woody yard waste to be composted.
They do not accept brush, dirt, rocks, Christmas wreaths or garlands (because
of the metal wire), or trash of any sort. Unscreened compost is available to the
general public for a fee. For more information on the Dane County compost
sites, call Robert Regan at 266-4139.

WESTPORT SITE HOURS: Monday through Friday, 8:00 am - 3:30 pm,
Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Located at 5254 STH 19 (Across from
Sparby’s Garden Center and Christmas Barn).

VERONA SITE HOURS: Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Located adjacent to the old landfill at Badger Prairie Park.

RODEFELD SITE HOURS: Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. — 2:45 p.m.
Saturday, 8:00am — 10:45am. Located at 7102 Hwy. 12 & 18, one-half mile
east of 1-90.

PAGE 4

Town of Dunn Transfer Site

4030 County Road B, % mile east of the Dunn Town Hall

Open all year on the 15" and 3™ Saturdays of every month from 8 AM to 4 PM.
The transfer site will be open seasonally from April - October for additional
hours every Wednesday from 2 PM - 4:45 PM.

The Transfer Site accepts:

Scrap Metal

Motor Oil

Yard Waste

Brush, Limbs, Branches, or Grass
Batteries

Tires

Appliances

Transfer Site Recycling Scrap metal - Scrap iron, steel, copper, and other met-
als are accepted. We only accept motors after the gas and oil has been drained.

Motor oil - Used motor oil that is free of other liquids such as antifreeze is
accepted. Either reuse your used motor oil container or dispose of it in the
trash. Don’t leave oil containers near the used oil tank.

Leaves and grass clippings - Put any compostable material in the compost
pile at the Transfer Site, or compost them yourself at home.

Brush and Wood - We take brush and limbs that are free of soil. We cannot
take stumps or any lumber. Dane County’s landfill will take tree stumps, con-
struction material, and many other large items. Call 838-9555 for information

Tires - We charge a fee based on our costs for disposal. At the time of this
publication auto tires were $3 without rims and $4 for tires with rims. Semi
truck tires cost $7 for disposal and tractor tires cost $25. Tires (rims removed)
can be taken to the Dane County Landfill for a small fee.

Appliances - We accept all appliances EXCEPT FOR TVs, computers,
electronics, water softeners, and dishwashers.

Questions? Call the Town Hall at 838-1081 ext. 201

Waste Management Curbside Pick-up

Each household is allowed one 34-gallon container for solid waste and
an unlimited volume of recyclables. The charge is included on your tax bill
each year.

For additional volume pick up contact Waste
Management. For a fee they will provide an extra
64-gallon toter or an extra 96-gallon toter. These
toters may be filled in addition to the usual 34
gallon container allowed. Cost is billed directly
to the homeowner. At the time of this publication
the cost of the 64-gallon toter was $78.00 per
year and the 96-gallon toter was $87.96 per year.

Items that are too big to fit into a 34-gallon receptacle such as mattresses,
chairs, couches, etc., can be arranged to be picked up by calling (608) 273-
2500 at a cost of $25.00 per item. These items are picked up on Fridays. Ap-
pliances such as washers, dryers, refrigerators, etc. can also be scheduled for
pickup at the cost of $25.00 per item by calling (608) 273-2500. These items
are picked up on the 4th Friday of every month. Waste Management can also
help you with your remodeling needs or cleanup. Please call (608) 273-2500
on the cost of renting a dumpster.



TowN oF DUNN NEWSLETTER

SPRING 2011

2011 RECYCLING GUIDE

%

Home Composting
By Madeline Weeden, age 13

Have you ever thought of starting a compost pile?

You should consider it, because it helps the environment in many ways. It
saves many items from going into the landfill and it also helps your garden
to be more full and green by providing the micronutrients your plants need.

According to www.practicalenvironmentalist.com, 18 percent of household
waste comes fruits and vegetables that could be composted. You don't only
have to compost fruits and vegetables, as you can also compost leaves in the
fall. Just be sure that the leaves you add are well shredded, as this will make
them break down faster.

If you want acidic compost for blueberry plants or rhododendrons, then the
best leaves to use are oak. The best thing to do is to get a soil test to verify
what type of soil you have and how you can improve it. A local source for
testing your soil is the University Wisconsin Extension and can be found at
this website http://uwlab.soils.wisc.edu/madison/. Composting is great place
to start.

Here is a list of some everyday items you can put in your compost.

1. Egg shells

2. Dead cut flowers

3. Compostable cups

4. Melons

5. Tea bags

6. Coffee grounds

7. All fruit and vegetables
8. Shredded twigs

9. Soft wood cuttings

10. Grass clippings

Just remember to never put anything like meat, bread, weeds, seeds, or garlic
mustard in your pile. If you put weeds in your compost, the weeds will com-
post but the seeds can easily survive and when you go to use your compost,
the seeds could start to grow. You could have many weeds in your garden if
you let this happen.

From experience, [ have found that it's better to buy a compost bin with a lid,
so that animals such as raccoons don't get into your compost. Most compost
bins are fairly inexpensive and are usually worth the price. The bins will
come in plastic, wood, or metal, and all are great choices, but remember that
wood could rot within several years if left untreated.

Compost is one of the best things you can add to your garden simply because
it's organic. It will help your plants to grow bigger and fuller if you do this
every year. I hope that if you don't have compost bin already, you decide to
get one, because it will help your garden and the environment.

THANK YOU TO
ROADSIDE PICKUP VOLUNTEERS

A big thank you to the volunteers involved with the adopt-a-high-
way program. Participants included Waubesa Beach Association,
Covenant Lutheran Youth, the University Physical Science Labora-
tory, Christ the King Church in McFarland, Sled Shed II, McFarland
Lutheran Church, Waubesa Beach Neighborhood Association, Inc. and
Waubesa Snowbird’s snowmobile club. Call Mary at the Town Hall
at 838-1081 if you’d like to adopt-a-highway in the Town of Dunn.

Goodwill Industries Pick up
2011 Goodwill Industries pick-ups are scheduled for:
Saturday, April 9" from 9 AM to 12 PM
Saturday, August 6™ from 9 AM to 12 PM

Saturday, December 10™ from 9 AM to 12 PM
in the Town Hall parking lot.

Goodwill will provide the staff to help unload,
give receipts and provide tax information.

The town will only accept donations
during the scheduled drop-off dates/times.

Protect Our
Groundwater - Dispose of paints,
pesticides, fuel & more at Dane
County’s Clean Sweep Site

Located at 2302 Fish Hatchery Road
Visit www.danecountycleansweep.com or call the new

information Hotline at 294-5366
Clean Sweep Hours: May 3 through October 30 on Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday, Saturday from 7:30 AM to 2:00PM

There are plenty of household hazardous materials like paints, pesticides, and
solvents that can’t be disposed of in the trash, and could harm groundwater or the
environment if not disposed of properly. The proper place to take these substances
is Dane County Clean Sweep located behind the Dane County Highway Garage,
north of the Beltline on Fish Hatchery Rd.

This service is free of charge to all county residents, but is limited to house-
holds only. For disposal of hazardous waste generated in small business, please
call cleansweep for instructions.

One Day Only - Extra Curbside Garbage
Pick-up May 4th

Planning on cleaning out the garage or basement this spring?
Wondering how to get rid of large items?

Waste Management is offering extra curbside garbage collection on Wednes-
day, May 4th. On regular garbage pick up days, each residence can put out
34 gallons of trash plus unlimited recycleables for curbside pick up. On
May 4th, residents can put out extra garbage at no additional charge. There
are some restrictions. Appliances, tires, liquids, computers and construc-
tion materials may not be left at the curbside. Call Waste Management at
273-2500 for details.

Spring Roadside Clean-up - As the snow melts and spring winds blow, the
litter that accumulated over the winter becomes more visible. This is a great
time to tidy up the yard. We encourage everyone to participate in picking
up a section of road before May 4th. The trash picked up on the roadside
can be left out on Wednesday, May 4th when Waste Management provides
unlimited garbage pick up.

Recycle Your Old Cell Phone

Protect the environment and raise funds for the Senior Center
Convenient drop off at Stoughton Senior Center and Radio Shack

The Stoughton Area Senior Center is participating in a fundraising project
sponsored by the National Council on Aging (NCOA) and Cellular Recycler
that recycles unwanted cell phones and now also laptops, cameras, mp3 players
and video game consoles. Your donation helps the environment by keeping
harmful chemicals out of our landfills and 90% of all proceeds benefit your
local Senior Center.

Compost Bin Sale Saturday May 7,
2011

" ‘il.fr'( i I’h{h%
Earth Machine home compost bins will be available for one day only
for $45, tax included, at:

Alliant Energy Center, customers should use Olin Ave entrance

Only while supplies last (there is no limit, purchase as many bins as you need).
This is a one day only sale. It will be held rain or shine. Cash, check, Visa or
MasterCard accepted. The Earth Machine bin is made of black or green recycled
plastic. It has a locking lid on the top and a door at the bottom for removing fin-
ished compost. The bin is easy to assemble and the unassembled bin will fit in the
back seat or truck on most automobiles. Compost turners are also for sale for $15
along with kitchen scrap pails for $7. More information on the sale is available at:
http://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/compost/CompostBinSale.cfm.
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Views from the Town Chair (cont.)

Volunteer Opportunities

McFarland Senior Center
Volunteer Drivers

McFarland Senior Outreach Ser-
vices Deptartment is looking for
responsible volunteer drivers for the
driver escort program. The drivers take
older adults to vital medical appoint-
ments in McFarland, Stoughton and
Madison. Schedules for driving are
flexible, so volunteers can designate
which days and times they are will-
ing to drive. Mileage is reimbursed
for this program. Interested drivers
should contact the Outreach office at
838-7117.

McFarland Senior Center

Home Delivered Meals Driver Sub-
stitutes

Substitute drivers are needed for
the home delivered meal program
of McFarland. Meal deliveries are
typically between 11:15 am - 12:15
pm, depending on the route (in town
and out of town). Substitutes can
indicate which days they are most
available. Mileage is reimbursed.
Call 838-7117 for more information.

McFarland Senior Center

Sewing Volunteers

Volunteers are needed to assist in
sewing projects that support battered

women. Sewing groups meet the 1st
and 3rd Fridays of the month and
meet at the Homestead Apartments at
5910 Anthony Street (across from the
Municipal Center). Please call 838-
7117 to RSVP or to find out more
information.

McFarland Senior Center

Youth Center Volunteers

The McFarland Senior Center will
begin utilizing the Youth Center during
the school day. The Senior Center is
looking for volunteers to supervise ac-
tivities and to serve as a key keeper for
the Youth Center. Please contact Ingrid
at 838-7117 for more information.

McFarland Senior Center

Bocce Volunteers

Volunteers are needed to supervise the
newly built bocce court and to assist
in the outreach department. Please
contact Ingrid at 838-7117 for more
information.

Oregon Senior Center

Annual Brat Bash Fundraiser

Friday, May 6th from 10 AM - 2 PM
$4 for brat, chips & soda, $3 for hot
dog, chips & soda

Oregon Area Senior Center

219 Park Street, Oregon

(608) 835-5801

Brats provided by JL Richards

Come see members of the UW March-
ing Band at noon!

Where: Christy’s Landing

Lake Waubesa Conservation Association
Membership Drive & Social

When: Sunday, June 12th @ 2:00 PM

Music by: The Rowdy Prairie Dogs

Seniors who have not been in
touch with their Senior Center are
encouraged to call or visit. A sur-
prising variety of low cost or free
services and events are provided.
While exact services vary from one
Center to another, you can expect
to find meals, social activities,
transportation to medical appoint-
ments and shopping, crafts and
hobbies, peer support, and outreach.

Outreach Workers are available to
assist senior citizens and disabled
adults to secure resources which
allow them to remain in their own
homes. Outreach Workers can assist
with finances (Medical Assistance,
homestead credit/deferred loan,
fuel assistance, Community Op-

Senior Centers Welcome Dunn Residents

tions Programs, Social Security and
S.S.L.), housing, medical equipment
on loan, meal programs, transporta-
tion, and adult day care programs.

McFarland Senior Center
5915 Milwaukee Street,
McFarland, WI 53558
608-838-7117

Stoughton Senior Center
248 W Main St,
Stoughton, WI 53589
608-873-8585

Oregon Senior Center
219 Park Street,
Oregon, WI 53575
608-835-5801
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passed to offset levy limits in or-
der to lessen the burden of property
taxes. The state is reneging on its
commitment and pushing the to-
tal burden back on local citizens.
In addition, if the budget passes as
written, which it likely
will, reimbursement
for recycling ($54,000
for the Town) would
be eliminated. There
are other reductions of
lesser amounts that 1 |
will not bore you with.

Our Town has main-
tained a reasonable and [
conservative levy over |
the years. This has
been accomplished by being frugal
and fiscally responsible. You, the
electors of the Town, have voted di-
rectly to set the levy each year. Itis
ironic that local government, which
is closest and most accountable to
its citizens, and provides direct and
vital services like law enforcement,
fire, safety, and road maintenance, is
being told what to do. Loss of local
control affects all of our citizens.

We will have a list of proposed cuts

by the time of our annual budget
meeting in November when the levy
is set. In the past, you, the electors of
the Town, would have had the choice
of increasing your own tax levy in
order to maintain services. However,
your options may be very limited
under the proposed state
budget. The Town will
respond to the new levy
" limits and revenue cuts, if
% they are enacted, by mak-
ing spending and service
cuts to balance the bud-
get. Essential services are
a priority and every effort
will be made to minimize
the impacts. Until the fi-
nal budget is passed at the
state, the funding for 2012
is not yet known.

At times like these, it is important
to remember that we have a lot of
things going for us in this Town. We
have built both a tradition of working
together and a sense of community.
Enjoy the Spring in all its glory. Our
Town is a great place to live because
our citizens have worked hard to cre-
ate the quality of life we have in the
Town of Dunn.

Proposed State Budget Cuts Would
Reduce Town Revenue

by Cathy Hasslinger

The Town has been experiencing re-
ductions in revenue from state and
other intergovernmental programs
for several years. We have respond-
ed to these losses of revenue by pay-
ing down old debt early to save on
interest expenses, trimming operat-
ing costs, implementing wage freez-
es, and by reducing two part-time
positions at the Town Transer Site by
50%. However, with rising costs for
materials needed for road work, fuel,
and public safety, more cutbacks will
be implemented to offset the new
proposed state cuts.

Declining Revenues

Just two years ago in 2009, the town's
total revenue from intergovernmen-
tal sources was $441,061, including
road aids. By next year, that amount
is projected to be $203,356 which is
less than half the 2009 amount.

Only a portion of the reduced rev-
enue is related to the new state bud-
get proposal. Several programs with
different purposes contribute to the

difference in funding. In 2009, the
Town received over $50,000 in one
time payments related to a Federal di-
saster declaration, and about $64,000
in state and county aid for bridges,
storm water permits, and construc-
tion projects that are not expected to
continue. Changes to eligibility for
bridge and culvert construction proj-
ects have reduced the Town's ability
to access some of the grant funds in
the future.

Proposed State Budget

In 2009, state aid under the shared
revenue program (for property tax
relief) was $112,043. The proposed
state budget reduces shared revenue
to $47,641 for 2012, which is 50%
less than 2011 and 57% less than the
funding in 2009. Recycling grant
revenue for the town is anticipated
to decline from about $54,000 annu-
ally to zero in 2012. Road aids are
expected to decline by 3% or about
$4,000 in 2012. A public hearing on
the 2012 budget will be held in No-
vember of 2011.

AREA YOUTH CENTERS
Youths are encouraged to call or
visit our local youth centers. Adult
supervision and activities are typi-
cally available for middle school
students during the after school
hours from 3pm to 6 pm. Some
programs may be available for non-
school days. Contact the youth cen-
ters directly for more information:

McFarland Youth Center
5120 Farwell St., McFarland
608-838-4508

Stoughton Youth Center
518 S. Fourth St., Stoughton
608-873-3880

Oregon Youth Center
110 N. Oak St., Oregon
608-835-0822
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Property Revaluation is in Progress for 2011

by Cathy Hasslinger

A computer assisted property revaluation was completed in the Town in 2010,
based largely on 2009 sales data. The 2010 revaluation was completed by
Gardiner Appraisal Service and property owners received notices of new as-
sessed values in 2010. Now the Town begins work on a revaluation of prop-
erty values for 2011 that will reflect declines in some portions of the real
estate market in 2010.

The Town has reviewed recent sales data from 2010 that indicate a decline in
value for many properties in the past year. It was determined that a revalua-
tion would be needed to ensure that properties were not over assessed based
on the new information. The Town has awarded a contract to Accurate Ap-
praisal for 2011. A computer-assisted revaluation of the Town will begin in
March of 2011 and is scheduled to be complete in the fall of 2011.

Assessed and Equalized Value Town of Dunn
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All property owners will receive a notice of assessment change by mail when
the revaluation of the whole town is finished. The Town will conduct Open
Book meetings and a Board of Review for residents to challenge assessed
values. Dates for Open Book are tentativelly scheduled for August 24th and
August 25th with Board of Review tentativelly scheduled to meet on Septem-
ber 27th. If you have questions you may contact the Town Clerk Treasurer,
Cathy Hasslinger at 838-1081 Ext. 204.

Q - Why is the revaluation being done in 2011?

A computer assisted revaluation of property was completed last year in
2010 to bring all properties closer to 100% of fair market value under the
state assessment guidelines which relied heavily on actual sales data from
2009. Throughout much of 2010, sales data showed that some proper-
ties were selling for less than assessed value, while others were selling for
more than assessed value. The Town received many questions and com-
plaints about property assessments due in part to the volatility in the real
estate sales data. It was recognized that further sales data gathered in
2010 might be needed to ensure equity of assessments and to recognize
the full extent of declining values for some types of property. The Town
has initiated another revaluation in 2011 that will consider 2010 sales data.

It is very unusual for the town to revalue properties in two consecutive years.
Factors that contributed to the decision to undertake an additional revaluation
included the large number of appeals and complaints about the 2010 revalu-
ation, the sales analysis and recommendations of two appraisal firms in favor
of a revaluation and one appraisal firm not in favor, and the obligation of the
Town to ensure that property assessments are equitable. In a volatile market,
more frequent revaluation might be expected. A more expensive full walk
through revaluation was not recommended by any of the three appraisal firms
bidding on the Town’s assessment contract.

Sheriff’s Report

by Mary Gross
m—_ - elected judge is Robert Sch-
i —— _ﬁ\-"" neider. The most common

violations other than traffic
are dog, junk vehicles, and
junk and waste on properties.
Please remember when a vio-
lation occurs please report
it immediately to the Dane County
Sherift’s office or if it happens during
office hours to the Town Hall. The
Dane County non-emergency num-
ber is 266-4948.

The Town of Dunn contracts with the
Dane County Sheriff’s office to work
for the Town for approximately 20
hours per week. We have four dep-

uty sheriffs that alternate shifts. We
also have court once a month and our

Q - Will my home be inspected?

A sample of homes will be inspected. If your property was purchased or al-
tered recently, an experienced appraiser from Accurate Appraisals will make
a personal visit to your property. The appraiser will need to walk through the
interior of your home and also walk around the exterior. The appraiser may
take exterior measurements and an exterior photo. The appraiser will be car-
rying identification.

Q - How does the assessor go about placing a "fair market value' on
my property?

Finding the market value of property involves reviewing what similar proper-
ties are selling for, what the property would cost today to replace, and factors
affecting the real estate market. Valuation techniques for commercial proper-
ties also include analysis from an investment point of view. The assessors
have the legal responsibility to discover and report the changes that are occur-
ring in the marketplace.

Q - Will all assessments be reduced by a percentage?

Not all properties change in value at the same rate over time. In accordance
with State guidelines for assessment, the computer assisted revaluation calcu-
lates the market value of each property considering characteristics and neigh-
borhood trends for each property. Some properties will go down, some will
go up depending on market conditions and property characteristics.

Q - How can my assessment change when
I haven’t done anything to my property?

As property values change in the marketplace,
those changes must be reflected on the assess-
ment roll. Economic conditions such as re-
cent home sales in your neighborhood, sales of
reasonable comparable buildings, and inflation
will influence the value of your real estate.

Q - Will property taxes increase or decrease due to the revaluation?

The answer to that question is different for each property owner. Property
owners with smaller changes in assessment will see smaller changes in their
tax bill and those with greater changes in assessment will see a greater impact
on their tax bill due to the revaluation. Typically, in a revaluation year, some
properties experience an increase in taxes, some stay the same, and some de-
crease. We will not know until the mil-rates are available in December wheth-
er new assessments will result in higher or lower taxes on an individual parcel.

Q - Should the Town do another revaluation if real estate values con-
tinue to decline?

In general, if the sales data indicate that there is inequity between classes or
neighborhoods, then a revaluation is needed to ensure that the tax burden is
shared fairly and in accordance with the state guidelines. If sales data do not
indicate inequity between classes or neighborhoods, then a revaluation will
not have much effect and will be costly to taxpayers. There is a consideration
of cost and benefit. Revaluations can be done annually and should be under-
taken frequently enough to ensure equity.

Q - Why do we have a different Assessor for the 2011 revaluation?

The Town contracted with Gardiner Appraisals for the 2010 revaluation and
for maintenance through June of 2011. Periodically the Town seeks bids from
other assessment firms to compare costs and services. The decision to end
the contract with Gardiner Appraisals prior to June of 2011 and to award the
contract to Accurate Appraisal was influenced by a petition from community
members and a review of the wait times at Open Book during the 2010 revalu-
ation with Gardiner.

Q - How can I learn more?

If you have questions you may contact Accurate Appraisals at 1-800-770-
3927 or the Town of Dunn Clerk, Cathy Hasslinger at 838-1081 Ext. 204.

Who Are My State & Local Representatives?

Governor: Scott Walker (608) 266-1212
16th Senate District: Mark Miller (608) 266-9170
46th Assembly District: Gary Hebl (608) 266-7678
48th Assembly District: Joe Parisi (608) 266-5342
Dane County District 34 Supervisor: Patrick Miles (608) 838-6866
Town Chairman: Ed Minihan (608) 838-1081
Town Supervisor I: Stanley Solheim (608) 838-1081
Town Supervisor II: Steve Greb (608) 838-1081
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Praise for Deputy Stokes’ Life-

On the Road Again...

By Todd Klahn, Highway Foreman

Due to the cold and snowy weather over the winter, residents will find numer-
ous potholes this spring as roads thaw. In addition to the potholes, there are
many large dips at culverts, caused by roads swelling from the freezing water
in the soil. Dips in the road will smooth out as the frost leaves the ground.

The 2011 roadwork bids are being considered. Due to state budget cuts, we
will not be able to repair as many roads as we would like. We are looking to
do roadwork on Wilnor and Rutland-Dunn Townline roads. Sealcoating will
be done on Waubesa Avenue, McConnell Street, Berkan Street, Beale Street,
Waucheeta Trail, and Shaw Court. We will try to give the residents some ad-
vance notice but it will probably happen sometime in June, depending on our
schedule and the weather.

We will be replacing culverts on Tower Road, Brian Street, the north portion
of Lalor Road, and Rutland-Dunn Townline Road.

I would also like to remind residents that road right-of-way is generally 33
feet from the center of the road. This area is used by the Town for road main-
tenance, snow removal, and water drainage. The Town is not responsible for
personal items or plantings that could be damaged in the road right-of-way.
Also, depending upon the circumstances, it is sometimes necessary to remove
whole trees in the road right-of-way rather than just trimming them.

Do You Need a Permit?

If you are: altering an existing building, constructing a new building, do-
ing major repairs, adding a solar collector, adding a bay or bow window,
cleaning out drainage ditches or ponds, doing any brush or tree cutting, fill-
ing or grading in a floodzone, wetland or shoreland area, you probably do
need a zoning permit. For information call: Dane County Zoning 266-4266.

To view the Dane County Zoning Code of Ordinances visit their website at
www.co.dane.wi.us/ord/dcord.htm

In addition to a Dane County Zoning permit you may also need a Town of Dunn building
permit to remodel, replace siding or windows, build, repair, or add to your home, deck

or other structures. For information, call Mary at the Town Hall at 838-1081 ex 201.

Parks Update 2011

Finally the snow is melting and the temperature is
starting to rise. We are all looking forward to getting
outside and enjoy our beautiful parks.

Spring is always a busy time in the town. We will be
trying to do some prairie burns during the short time
slot that nature allows. Please remember to clean up
after your pets in our parks and on our roadways.
The Town has a dog ordinance that does not allow dog waste to be left on
roadways or in our parks and green spaces. The complete ordinance can be
found on our website at www.town.dunn.wi.us.

We are still working on revising our Bike Tour brochure that was done in
1976. We would like to use some of that information to make a new Bike
Tour brochure.

The Commission also developed a policy for use of Town property. The pol-
icy is as follows:

1. The Town may allow planting donations on Town property but it must be
approved by the Parks Commission before permission is granted.

2. The Commission may allow planting donations as long as it does not in-
fringe upon public access to the water.

3. All plantings must be in accordance with the parks master plan.

4. Non removal of private items may result in written notice of 14 days for
removal, or items will be removed at the owner's expense.

5. The policy may be modified or amended to promote the parks master plan.

The Town received some complaints from the residents on Quam Drive about
snowmobilers. After talking to the Vikings Snowbirds representative, those
issues were solved.

Our Parade of Prairies was held last summer. The few that came enjoyed it
but we are going to plan on a different event for next year.

The residents by the Amundsen Boat Landing experienced some parking
problems at the end of the season last fall. Hopefully that will not be a prob-
lem this summer,

Remember to mark your calendars for the Arbor Day Celebration this May!

Saving Efforts

» On the morning
- of February 11,
2011, at

~ approximately

' 10:20 a.m., Dane
County Deputy
Tom Stokes was sent
to a home in the Town of Dunn for a
man who had collapsed and was re-

ported to be without a pulse.

A neighbor immediately called 911
and began chest compressions when

One shock was administered and Dep-
uty Stokes continued chest compres-
sions until McFarland EMS arrived.

Initially it appeared that life saving
efforts would not be successful but
on February 14, 2011, the gentleman
was resting comfortably in the hospi-
tal and was transfered from ICU. If
Deputy Stokes would not have been
on contract with the Town of Dunn,
he would not have been able to re-
spond as quickly.

he determined the gentleman was not

) The Town of Dunn would like to
breathing.

commend Deputy Stokes for his
quick response in delivering life-
saving efforts that day. His actions
demonstrate his dedication to his pro-
fession and to our citizens.

Deputy Stokes was the first on scene
and attached and an automatic exter-
nal defibrillator (AED) as the neigh-
bor continued chest compressions.

Pet Waste Pickup

Pet waste left in our parks, yards, or other open areas can be washed away and
carried by rainwater into roadside ditches and then to nearby rivers, lakes, and
streams, causing many problems. Among them:

1. Petwaste decays, using up dissolved oxygen and releasing compounds that
are harmful to fish and other animals that rely on water to live.

2. Petwaste contains nutrients that can cause excessive algae growth in Lake
Kegonsa and Waubesa, upsetting the natural balance.

3. Pet waste contributes to bacterial contamination of our rivers, lakes, and
streams. Pet waste contains harmful bacteria such as E. Coli and fecal
coliform. Waters that contain a high amount of bacteria such as E. Coli are
unfit for human contact. A single gram of pet waste contains an average
of 23 million fecal coliform bacteria, some of which can cause disease in
humans.

Whether in your yard or walking your dog, you can easily do the right thing.
Purchase a device made especially for the task of picking up pet waste, or sim-
ply use a plastic bag. Then, just composte the waste, flush it down the toilet,
or bury it in your yard. Everyone will be happier when you pick up after your
pet! Also, who wants to step in it, let alone swim in it? The Town of Dunn has
a pet waste pickup ordinance requiring pet waste cleanup (Ordinance 11.6-1-
6(e)). Please do the right and considerate thing and pick up after your pet.

Tree Board Update

by Hardy Krueger

Due to federal and state budget cuts, the funds available for
the 2011 DNR Urban Forestry Grant have been substantially
g less than in previous years. Unfortunately, the Town of Dunn
was not awarded any matching funds for this year. Howev-
er, we are continuing to maintain the foundational standards
of “Tree City USA” with the continued efforts of our Tree
Board, following our Tree Care Ordinance and Strategic Plan,
continuing our community Forestry Program, and celebrating
our annual Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation.

The Town of Dunn Tree Board is served by Sue Richards (Chair), Peter Kas-
eman-Wold, Tim Andrews and Jay Hoel. The Tree Board currently has one
vacancy. If you are interested in this position please pick-up and application
form at the Town Hall located at 4156 County Road B.
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